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China Travel Guide
Asia Travels Guide

Imperial capitals, modern skylines, sandstone mountains, ancient heritage, and karst river scenery.

History, Big cities, Mountain scenery
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Quick Overview
Imperial capitals, modern skylines, sandstone mountains, ancient heritage, and karst river scenery.

This premium compact guide is written for travelers who want a ready-to-use route, clear destination priorities, practical
hotel-area advice, and a checklist they can keep on a phone or print before departure.

This China route now uses five recommended travel regions: Beijing for imperial history, Shanghai for modern city
contrast, Zhangjiajie for vertical mountain scenery, Xi'an for ancient capital heritage, and Guilin / Yangshuo for classic
river-and-karst landscapes.

Do not try to force all five into a short one-week trip. Use Beijing and Shanghai as the main gateways, then choose two or
three deeper regions based on travel style: Zhangjiajie for dramatic viewpoints, Xi'an for history and food, and Guilin /
Yangshuo for slower scenery.

Inside This Guide

• Top 5 places and why they matter

• Suggested 8-10 day itinerary

• Where to stay by travel style

• Transport, food, budget, mistakes, checklist, and source notes

Best for History, Big cities, Mountain scenery

Primary pace First-time route with room for backup

Selling use Commercial draft guide; replace image assets with owned/licensed files if needed

Ticket Price Reference
Prices are planning references checked in June 2026 and can change by season, age, booking channel, holiday rules, or special
exhibitions. Always verify before purchase.

Ticket / pass Reference price Planning note

Forbidden City / Palace Museum CNY 60 peak, CNY 40 low
season

Book ahead; passport details are usually needed.

Mutianyu Great Wall CNY 40 entry; shuttle CNY 15;
lifts from about CNY 100
one-way

Cable car, chairlift, and toboggan are separate costs.

Yu Garden, Shanghai CNY 40 Apr-Jun/Sep-Nov; CNY
30 other months

Closed Mondays except selected holidays.

Zhangjiajie Forest Park Often about CNY 227 peak
multi-day ticket

Elevators, cable cars, and glass bridge routes may
cost extra.

Terracotta Army, Xi'an Often about CNY 120 adult ticket Use an early start; guides or transport are separate.

Li River cruise / Yangshuo scenery Cruises often vary by boat class
and season

Book by pier, boat class, and arrival plan, not only
lowest price.
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Top 5 Places

Beijing
Forbidden City, hutongs, imperial parks, and Great Wall day trips.

Shanghai
The Bund, gardens, contemporary art, food streets, and rail links.

Zhangjiajie
Sandstone pillars, misty viewpoints, cliff paths, and cable cars.

Xi'an
Terracotta Army, ancient city walls, Muslim Quarter food, and Tang dynasty
heritage.

Guilin / Yangshuo
Li River karst peaks, bamboo-raft scenery, cycling routes, villages, and rice
terraces.

Use these 5 places as the spine of the trip. Add side trips only after the core route feels comfortable.

Beijing: Book the Forbidden City as early as practical, pair it with Jingshan Park for the classic roofline view, and keep the
Great Wall as a separate day rather than forcing it into an already full palace day.

Shanghai: Treat the Bund as an early morning or evening walk, then use the city for food, museums, gardens, and
recovery between heavier sightseeing blocks.

Zhangjiajie: Build every day with weather backup. Mist can make the park beautiful, but heavy rain and low visibility can
affect cable cars, glass bridges, and viewpoint timing.

Xi'an: Use one day for the Terracotta Army and one day for the city wall, Muslim Quarter food, Bell Tower area, and
Tang-style evening atmosphere.

Guilin / Yangshuo: Choose the Li River cruise or Yangshuo countryside as the anchor. This region works best when the
traveler slows down instead of treating it as a quick photo stop.
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Suggested Itinerary
• Days 1-3: Beijing for imperial sights, hutongs, food streets, and the Great Wall.

• Days 4-5: Shanghai for skyline walks, museums, gardens, and modern neighborhoods.

• Days 6-7: Xi'an for the Terracotta Army, city wall, Muslim Quarter, and ancient capital atmosphere.

• Days 8-10: Zhangjiajie or Guilin / Yangshuo for dramatic landscapes, depending on whether you prefer mountain
viewpoints or river scenery.

Planning Rule

Keep the first version simple: one major activity block per day, one flexible food or neighborhood block, and one backup
option for weather, transport delays, or fatigue.

Beijing day rhythm: palace or temple in the morning, hutong or food street later, and one low-pressure evening. Do not
place the Great Wall after a late arrival night.

Shanghai day rhythm: keep one skyline block, one old-city/garden block, and one flexible museum or neighborhood block.
This makes Shanghai feel curated instead of rushed.

Zhangjiajie day rhythm: start early, choose one major route per day, and keep a second scenic option for weather. Avoid
changing hotels inside the park unless the route requires it.

Xi'an day rhythm: put the Terracotta Army on its own half-day or day trip, then keep the evening for Muslim Quarter food,
city wall views, or the Bell Tower area.

Guilin / Yangshuo day rhythm: protect river or countryside time. The best memories often come from scenery, cycling,
cafes, short hikes, or slow village roads rather than one more transfer.

Best Use

This itinerary can be sold as a compact planning guide now and expanded later into a larger ebook with maps, hotel picks,
and affiliate booking links.
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Where to Stay
• Beijing: Wangfujing, Qianmen, or Dongcheng for first-time sightseeing.

• Shanghai: People's Square, the Bund, or Jing'an for transport and food.

• Zhangjiajie: Stay near the park entrance that matches your route.

• Xi'an: Stay near the Bell Tower, South Gate, or metro-linked central areas for food and evening walks.

• Guilin / Yangshuo: Use Guilin for airport and rail convenience; use Yangshuo for scenery and slower village-style days.

For first-time Beijing, Dongcheng and Qianmen reduce sightseeing friction. For Shanghai, stay near a useful metro
interchange. For Zhangjiajie, choose the entrance based on the route, not only the cheapest room.

High-speed rail can be excellent, but China distances are large. If a leg is long enough to destroy a day, fly and spend the
saved time on the destination itself.

Hotel strategy: book the first night in each city for convenience rather than character. After a long train or flight, a simple
transfer and walkable dinner option are worth more than a boutique property far from the route.

For Zhangjiajie, ask whether the hotel is better for Wulingyuan, Tianmen Mountain, or the airport/train station. These are
not interchangeable bases when you are tired or when rain changes the day plan.

For Xi'an, stay central if food and evening walks matter. For Guilin / Yangshuo, decide whether airport/rail convenience or
countryside scenery matters more before choosing the base.

Transport Tips
• Use high-speed rail between major cities when the route is direct.

• Fly when distances become too large for a short holiday.

• Keep your passport handy for hotels, trains, and major attractions.
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Food and Local Experience
Build meals around roast duck, dumplings, noodles, regional snacks, Shanghai xiaolongbao, and simple local breakfast
stops.

Budget and Planning Tips
Mid-range travelers should prioritize central hotels and prebooked rail tickets, then save through local restaurants and
public transport.

A practical mid-range budget should separate three buckets: hotels near transport, headline attraction tickets, and local
food. The easiest place to save is food; the worst place to save is a badly located hotel.

Keep a small buffer for paid lifts in mountain areas. Zhangjiajie can become more expensive than expected when
elevators, cable cars, shuttles, and glass bridge add-ons stack together.

In Beijing and Shanghai, the best-value days often mix one paid headline sight with free neighborhood walking. In
Zhangjiajie, the opposite is common: the scenery is the reason to go, so paying for the right lift or route can protect the
day.

Build a contingency line into the budget for taxi or ride-hailing transfers after late trains, mountain weather changes, or
early departures. It is better to save on snacks and souvenirs than to make a transfer stressful.

Adding Xi'an and Guilin / Yangshuo increases transport cost more than daily food cost. Budget for flights, high-speed rail,
station transfers, luggage time, and one scenic-ticket day in each region.

Save on Use local meals, public transport where realistic, and fewer hotel changes.

Spend on Central stays, headline experiences, transport buffers, and weather-flexible bookings.

Upgrade later Add affiliate hotel links, paid maps, and downloadable day-by-day routes.
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Common Mistakes
• Trying to cover too many provinces in one trip.

• Ignoring public holiday crowds and ticket rules.

• Planning Zhangjiajie without weather backup.

Travel Checklist
Do not assume every Chinese attraction works as a walk-up ticket. Major museums and scenic areas increasingly use
timed booking or identity-linked reservation systems.

Do not plan Zhangjiajie as a single photo stop. The park is large, vertical, and weather-sensitive, so two nights feels much
safer than one rushed day.

Do not underestimate security checks and walking distances. A palace, station, or scenic entrance can take longer than
the map suggests, especially during school holidays or public holidays.

Do not schedule the most important paid attraction immediately after an international arrival. Keep the first day flexible and
protect prepaid tickets for the days when you are rested.

Do not add both Xi'an and Guilin / Yangshuo to a short route without removing something else. China rewards depth more
than constant station and airport movement.

Passport access for stations and hotels

Major attraction reservations

Comfortable walking shoes

Weather layer for mountain areas

Offline translation and map tools

Tip: print this page or save the PDF offline before departure.
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Five-Region Route Planner
China's five recommended regions should not be treated as one mandatory checklist. Beijing and Shanghai are the
easiest gateway pair. Zhangjiajie, Xi'an, and Guilin / Yangshuo are deeper route choices that change the tone of the trip:
mountain drama, ancient capital heritage, or slower karst river scenery.

Route Planning Priorities

• For 7-8 days, choose Beijing, Shanghai, and one deeper region rather than all five.

• For 10-12 days, add Xi'an or Guilin / Yangshuo if transport timing is comfortable.

• For 14+ days, combine Beijing, Shanghai, Xi'an, Zhangjiajie, and Guilin / Yangshuo with flights and rail buffers.

• Use Zhangjiajie for dramatic viewpoints, Xi'an for history and food, and Guilin / Yangshuo for slower scenery.

Travel style Best China route choice

History first Beijing + Xi'an + Shanghai, with Zhangjiajie or Guilin if time allows.

Landscape first Beijing or Shanghai + Zhangjiajie + Guilin / Yangshuo.

First-time balanced Beijing + Shanghai + Xi'an + one nature region.
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Transport, Season, and Booking Notes
China's challenge is not a lack of sights; it is distance, ticketing, and timing. High-speed rail is excellent on many corridors,
but mountain and karst regions often need flights, transfers, or slower local movement. Major holidays can change the
experience completely.

Planning Notes

• Check timed tickets early for major museums, palaces, scenic areas, and holiday periods.

• Use high-speed rail where it is direct; use flights when rail would consume most of a day.

• Keep mountain weather backup for Zhangjiajie and rain-friendly alternatives for Guilin / Yangshuo.

• Avoid public holiday peak periods when possible, especially for the Forbidden City, Great Wall, Xi'an, and famous
scenic areas.

Premium Guide Upgrade Ideas

For a paid China version, add city-by-city booking links, Chinese app setup notes, train route cards, five-region map
pages, holiday warnings, hotel-area maps, and printable day cards for Beijing, Shanghai, Zhangjiajie, Xi'an, and Guilin /
Yangshuo.
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Source Notes and Commercial Use
This guide is an original Asia Travels Guide draft based on public tourism references, traveler forum patterns, and the
site's existing country, guide, and article data. It does not copy agency itineraries, forum posts, or third-party ebook text.

Sources Reviewed

• Tripadvisor China travel forum

• China culture and tourism portal

• TravelChinaGuide attraction ticket references checked June 2026

• Existing Asia Travels Guide country and article data

Image Note

Images are drawn from the current website asset set and open web photo sources used as draft guide visuals. Before
paid public launch at scale, replace any placeholder images with owned, commissioned, or fully licensed commercial
assets and keep image-credit records.

Published draft: Asia Travels Guide | asiatravelsguide.com


